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Sustainable use of fertilisers – Why?

Nutrients are necessary in agricultural practice

When used excessively: a major source of air, soil and water pollution

Balanced fertilisation: adapted to soil characteristics, environmental 

conditions and the actual crop requirements has beneficial effects: 

➢for the environment (reducing the surplus with potential negative effects 

and can also have negative impacts on both biodiversity and the climate)

➢for the farmers (allowing optimal use of fertilisers)





Sustainable and quality fertilising products

Moving from linear to circular models of production of fertilisation products

Setting safety and quality requirements (nutrients form and content, heavy metals and other pollutants 

content)

• traditional products (mineral and organic fertilisers, limes, soil improvers)

• more innovative products (inhibited fertilisers, plant biostimulants)

• made of primary and/or waste recovered materials (e.g. processed manure, compost, digestate, ashes)

Regulation on EU fertilising products 

The Fertilising Products Regulation

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/1009/oj

Adopted on 5 June 2019, fully applicable as of 16 July 2022

Sets harmonised rules for CE marked fertilising products 

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/1009/oj


Optional harmonisation
The manufacturer can choose between placing products on the market 

based on

National rules and apply the 

mutual recognition
The FPR → free movement on 

the single market

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/goods/free-movement-sectors/mutual-recognition_en
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What are the EU fertilising products? 
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What are CE-marked fertilising products

1 function claimed Broader types of fertilising products

covered

EU fertilising products must comply with

requirements of one PFC (Annex I)

Blend (PFC 7) made of two or more

‘EU fertilising products’

Manufacturers may claim

more than one function supported by 

relevant conformity assessments 



Farmers have more products to use:

• fertilisers with primary and recovered nutrients (more efficient formulations)

• specialty fertilising products:

inhibited nitrogen fertilisers, 

control release fertilisers

growing media

plant biostimulants (microbial and non-microbial)

Sustainable and innovative fertilising products



Component Material Categories                     

CMC 1: Virgin material substances and mixtures 

CMC 2: Plants, plant parts or plant extracts

CMC 3: Compost

CMC 4: Fresh crop digestate

CMC 5: Digestate other than fresh crop digestate

CMC 6: Food industry by-products

CMC 7: Micro-organisms

CMC 8: Nutrient polymers

CMC 9: Polymers other than nutrient polymers

CMC 10: Derived products within the meaning of Regulation 

(EC) No 1069/2009 (Animal by-products Regulation)

CMC 11: By-products within the meaning of Directive 

2008/98/EC (Waste Framework Directive)

CMC 12: Precipitated phosphate salts and derivates

CMC 13: Thermal oxidation materials and derivates

CMC 14: Pyrolysis and gasification materials

CMC 15: High purity materials

• All component materials have to be covered 

by provisions of one CMC (Annex II)

• Product composed of materials belonging to 

at least one CMC and comply to its relevant 

requirements 

• One product may contain materials covered 

by more than one CMC

• Component materials are not expected to 

react intentionally

• Precursors of a chemical substance covered 

by provisions of CMC 1 do not need to be 

covered by a CMC



Are recovered materials or by-products allowed?                    
1: Virgin material substances and mixtures

2: Plants, plant parts or plant extracts

3: Compost

4: Fresh crop digestate

5: Digestate other than fresh crop digestate

6: Food industry by-products

7: Micro-organisms

8: Nutrient polymers

9: Polymers other than nutrient polymers

10: Derived products from Animal By-Products

11: By-products within the meaning of Directive 2008/98/EC 

12: Precipitated phosphate salts and derivates

13: Thermal oxidation materials and derivates

14: Pyrolysis and gasification materials

15: High purity materials
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Certain waste must undergo a defined recovery operation and resulting 

recovered materials must comply with relevant requirements
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The conformity assessment under FPR

The modules are set depending on the component material category 
(CMC) or the product function category (PFC) of the EU fertilising product



Notified Bodies under the FPR

NANDO database for 
Notified bodies

Coordination Group of Notified 
Bodies 

Guidelines for Modules 
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/36ec94c

7-575b-44dc-a6e9-
4ace02907f2f/library/14eb71fe-89bb-49f8-

ae3d-ad51ccdb8a46/details

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/single-market-compliance-space/#/notified-bodies/notified-body-list?filter=bodyTypeId:3,notificationStatusId:1,legislationId:159361
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/single-market-compliance-space/#/notified-bodies/notified-body-list?filter=bodyTypeId:3,notificationStatusId:1,legislationId:159361
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/36ec94c7-575b-44dc-a6e9-4ace02907f2f/library/14eb71fe-89bb-49f8-ae3d-ad51ccdb8a46/details


Do we need harmonised standards?

Harmonised standards the references of which have been 

published in the Official Journal of the EU create a 

PRESUMPTION OF CONFORMITY

They create a level playing field for manufacturers. 

But they are not mandatory.  

CEN has already developed and published CEN/Technical Specifications covering many FPR provisions 

that may be found on the links:

CEN - CEN/TC 455 (cencenelec.eu) – for Plant Biostimulants

CEN - CEN/TC 223 (cencenelec.eu) – For soil improvers and Growing Media

CEN - CEN/TC 260 (cencenelec.eu) – for Fertilisers and Liming Materials

Yes and No

https://standards.cencenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=205:32:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:2279055,25&cs=11A30216CC050D84360A3A54EDC84A923
https://standards.cencenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=205:32:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:6204,25&cs=19D33A9F25FAA51B9E975AF844947A1F9
https://standards.cencenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=205:32:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:6241,25&cs=100AA5B2F21BE96F9B34EBB513AF23334


Available resources  

DG GROW website

CE-marking of EU fertilising products (DG GROW)

Info session organised by DG GROW - How to CE mark your fertilising product ; 

23 May 2022; recording available here

Guidance Document on the labelling of EU Fertilising Products; available here

FAQs document on Fertilising Products Regulation; available here

Commission Expert Group on fertilising products (documents available here)

Member States competent authorities list

Market Surveillance authorities responsible for controls of products list

Do you have questions? 

GROW-FERTILISING-PRODUCTS@ec.europa.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/chemicals/chemicals-legislation_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/ce-marking/manufacturers_en
EU Fertilising Products – How to CE mark your products - Streaming Service of the European Commission (europa.eu)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021XC0407%2804%29&qid=1634907760918
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/46391
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/36ec94c7-575b-44dc-a6e9-4ace02907f2f/library/3187fc39-3e3a-46fd-a971-dc28a92c1d67?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/44015
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/46293
mailto:GROW-FERTILISING-PRODUCTS@ec.europa.eu
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Contact the EU
•Call us 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11

•Use other telephone options

•Write to us via our contact form

•Meet us at a local EU office

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://europa.eu/
tel:0080067891011
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact/call-us_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact/write-to-us_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact/meet-us_en


Keep in touch

EU Spotify

ec.europa.eu/

europa.eu/

@EU_Commission

@EuropeanCommission

European Commission

europeancommission

@EuropeanCommission

EUTube

https://open.spotify.com/user/v7ra0as4ychfdatgcjt9nabh0?si=SEs1mANESea5kzyVy7HvDw
https://ec.europa.eu/
https://europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-commission/
https://www.instagram.com/europeancommission/
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://www.youtube.com/user/eutube

